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EDITORIAL

WHY A
STANDARDIZED
'EXHIBITION
AND
CONVENTION
CENTRE?”

Mr. Tamrat Admassu

xhibition and Convention services are lucrative
E sources of income in the service sector apart from
their multidimensional and intangible benefits.

They are influential drivers which provide stimulus to
economic growth, academic, technical and professional

advancement. They also support communities by facilitat- EXhibitiOn and Copvention
ing access to global knowledge and expertise. Centers Are Inﬂuent]al Drlvers
for MICE!

Countries like Ethiopia can aspire for a standardized
'Exhibition and Convention' services due to some five
basic reasons:

First, as the major part of the service sector, their contribu-
tions to the GDP and the global economy at large are com-
mendable.

Second, they are basic infrastructures for MICE (Meeting,
Incentives, Conventions, and Exhibitions) the services of

which integrate with other primary and secondary busi- EXhibition and Convention
nesses like the hotel and transport sectors. Some studies 5 1

show that hotels are the main suppliers of MICE and SeI'Vl.ceS Have t.he Pptentlal for
business travellers who attend MICE events. MICE cus- Creatlng ,SeCtorlal Lll,ll.(ag,es and
tomers have an excellent chance of becoming repeat cus- Economlc Oppo.rtumtles mn the
tomers. Localities!

Third, attractions and supporting infrastructures are also
the direct beneficiaries from 'Exhibitions and Convention'
services. Although the main purpose for business travellers
is to attend a MICE event, they would usually prefer to
visit the attractions in and near the host city by organizing
a post-conference tour after the convention. Supporting
infrastructures include the services of communication
technology and banks.

Fourth, 'Exhibition and Convention' services are also P
known for the creation of job opportunities. The direct, V & 4
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upstream, and downstream industries involved in the
'Exhibition and Convention' activities have the poten-
tial for creating sectoral linkages and economic
opportunities in the localities. In view of the socio-eco-
nomic benefits that could accrue to communities, it is
imperative that communities capitalise on opportuni-
ties from 'Exhibition and Convention' services.
Globally, the number of conference and event
planners has increased sharply over the past few
years. The larger number of major conventions, festi-
vals, trade fairs and exhibitions, as well as smaller
events, accounts for this strong growth. Most job
opportunities from 'Exhibition and Convention'
services target graduates from universities.

Last but not the least reason goes to the image
building benefits of the hosting city. In the effort to
build a smart-city, 'Exhibition and Convention'
services contribute a lot. The global top 15 interna-
tional meeting places are Beijing, Berlin, Brussels,
Buenos Aires, Copenhagen, Istanbul, Paris, Madrid,
London, Seoul, Singapore, Sydney, Tokyo, Vancouver,
and Vienna. Since international 'Exhibition and Con-
vention' services have a great economic impact on
hosting city, many countries or cities make great
efforts in promoting the industry.

Attention is also given to the standardization of
services as customers seek for value. Standardization
for the 'Exhibition and Convention' services includes
the need for a well-qualified and experienced manage-
ment apart from the common standards for the 'Exhi-
bition and Convention’ services.

Although governments play a leading role in the pro-
vision of effective and efficient 'Exhibition and Con-
vention' services, the contributions of the private
sector are undeniable. These opportunities are best
maximized  through  Public-Private-Partnership
(PPP) modalities. Governments look to the private
sector for different reasons which include the provi-
sion of better public services through improved oper-

There 1s a Direct Correlation
between Smart-city and
Exhibition and Convention
Services!

ational efficiency. Through PPP, the skills and assets
of each sector (public and private) are shared in deliv-
ering a service or facility for the use of the general
public. Apart from the sharing of worthy rewards,
each party shares in the risks.

It is true that such a very important international
experience is at as infant stage in Ethiopia which
suffers from an intermittent growth regardless of a
fairly long history. However, the recent actions taken
by the Addis Ababa City Administration are both
radical and historical.

Now, it becomes evident that the new 'Addis Ababa
Exhibition and Convention Centre' will be built main-
taining its international standards as soon as possible.
Apparently, the construction of the 'Addis-Africa
International Convention and Exhibition Centre
Share Company' will also start soon. These exemplary
experiences are made possible by the Addis Ababa
City Administration as well as the Addis Ababa
Chamber of Commerce and Sectoral Associations
driven by our motto: Public-Private-Partnership for
Sustainable Developmental Changes.

Municipality Services and
Chamber System Have a Clear
Shared Vision for the Sustainable
Development of Addis Ababa

Compelled by PPP

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE
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'EXHIBITION AND CONVENTION SERVICES' TO SHOW
RADICAL TRANSFORMATION IN ADDIS ABABA

A higher level delegation lead by H.E. Mr. Diriba Kuma, Mayor of Addis Ababa City Administration, has
paid an official visit to Barcelona invited by Her Excellency Mrs. Ada Colau, the Mayor of Barcelona from
5 to 11 March 2016. The core purpose of the visit was sharing best experiences from Fira Barcelona, a
well-known Exhibition and Convention Centre in Europe, and streamlining possible strategies that can
help to build the 'Addis Ababa Exhibition and Convention Centre' as per the preconditions set by the City
Administration prior to the Mayor's visit.

Ceremonial functions in Barcelona and Addis Ababa

During the visiting programme it was disclosed that the major precondition was set when a higher level del-
egation of Spain led by H.E. Miguel Angel MORATINOS, former Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation, came to Addis Ababa on the 4™ and 5" of February 2015 and discuss the project idea with top
officials of the Ethiopian government including the Mayor of Addis Ababa taking into consideration the
strategic potentials of Addis Ababa as the hub of the African Union Head Quarter, the seat of over 100
embassies and its sustainable economic growth.

The visiting programme of the Fira Barcelona was accompanied by a presentation by the CEO and consul-
tants based on their valid experiences while constructing standardized Exhibition and Convention Centers
with the leading technologies in different countries the experiences of which were acknowledged by the
World Bank and other renowned institutions.

During the discussion the overall experience of Fira Barcelona was appreciated and the strategies that can
enable to start the project of the 'Addis Ababa Exhibition and Convention Center' were brainstormed.

The Ethiopian Delegation also attended presentations on the tourism and smart-city experiences of Barce-
lona which were found to be impressive and worth sharing. The programme was concluded by the signing
of the MoU.

In accordance with the MoU, an agreement for the Feasibility Study was signed between the Addis Ababa
City Administration and Fira Barcelona on 20 June 2016 at the Marriott Hotel, Addis Ababa (See Report-
age for details).
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AGREEMENT FOR THE FEASIBILITY STUDY OF
'"ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION AND CONVENTION

CENTRE' CONCLUDED

e

During the signing of agreement for the feasibility study

Agreement for the Feasibility Study of 'Addis
Ababa Exhibition and Convention Center was
signed between the Addis Ababa City Administra-
tion and Fira Barcelona of Spain on 20 June 2016
at Marriott Hotel.

According to the agreement Fira Barcelona will
provide consultancy services for the Feasibility
Study which comprises 'Venue Design and
Business Plan' for a modern 'Addis Ababa Exhibi-
tion and Convention Center' within four months
time as of the signing of the agreement and in turn
the Addis Ababa City Administration will effect €
300,000 (Three Hundred Thousand Euro) divided
among three payment periods.

During the ceremony speeches were delivered by
the Guest of Honor, H.E. Mr. Abate Setotaw,
Deputy Mayor of the Addis Ababa City Adminis-
tration; H.E Mr Borja Montesino Martinez del
Cerro, Ambassador of Kingdom of Spain in
Ethiopia Permanent Observer Representative at
the African Union; Mr. Getachew Regassa, Secre-
tary General of the Addis Ababa Chamber of

Commerce and Sectoral Associations and Mr.
Tamart Admassu, General Manager of Addis
Ababa Exhibition Center and Market Develop-
ment Enterprise. Other speakers were Mr. Ricard
Zapatero, CEO of Fira Barcelona and Mr. Juan
Antonio March, Spanish Ambassador to the
World Trade Organization (2004 — 2008)

The occasion was also attended by H.E. Mr. Erstu
Yireda, Coordinator of the Economy Cluster with
the Rank of Deputy Mayor and Head of Trade
Bureau, other Cabinet Members, top officials
from Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce and
Sectroral Associations and other stakeholders.

The speeches were the following:




t is an honour and a privilege for me to

deliver a speech in recognition of the signing

of agreement for the Feasibility Study of
the New Addis Ababa Exhibition and Convention
Center as one of the most important developmen-
tal projects of the Addis Ababa City Administra-
tion and the Ethiopian Government at large.

As is well known, Addis Ababa has no a standard-
ized Exhibition and Congress Center regardless of
the multifaceted developmental growth and
attractions of the City as a hub of the African
Union and a seat of over 100 Embassies and many
International Organizations.

The contributions of standardized Exhibition and
Convention Centers are immense. They are part of
the basic infrastructures a city like Addis Ababa
should deserve to tap opportunities related to the
development of trade and investment, the genera-
tion of foreign currency, the attraction of confer-
ence tourism and related services, for the
improvement of international relations and image
building.

Cognizant of the above-mentioned fundamental
benefits and many more, the Addis Ababa City
Administration has tried to sort out the causes for
the gaps along with opportunity analysis and
accordingly find possible ways of taking action the
result of which was included to the Second Growth
and Transformation Plan as one of the prime
developmental projects.

Apart from the initiatives taken to fulfill the basic
preconditions at various levels, the commitment of
the Addis Ababa City Administration was high-

SPEECH BY H.E. MR. ABATE SETOTAW,
Deputy Mayor of Addis Ababa City Administration

lighted when a higher level delegation led by H.E.
Mayor Diriba Kuma visited Fira Barcelona upon
the invitation of Mayor of Barcelona in March
this year which was concluded by the signing of
MoU. This was the basis for today's function: the
signing of agreement between the Addis Ababa
City Administration and Fira Barcelona for the
Feasibility Study.

The Addis Ababa City Administration strongly
believes that the consultants will exert maximum
efforts to produce a full-fledged Feasibility Study
making advantage out of their age-long expertise,
valid experiences and reputations aiming at pro-
ducing a state of the art Feasibility Study which is
expected to be a model at least in East Africa. I
would also like to remind those concerned Bureaus
of the City Administration and other stakeholders
to actively take part to make this historic project a
success.

At this juncture, I would like to recognize the
efforts of the Addis Ababa Chamber of Commerce
and Sectoral Associations and the management of
the Addis Ababa Exhibition Center and Market
Development Enterprise for their encouraging
efforts while managing the existing Addis Ababa
Exhibition Center and Market Development
Enterprise and facilitating this new project driven
by the motto: '"Public-Private-Partnership for
Sustainable Developmental Changes" since the
last 11 years closely working with the Addis Ababa
City Administration.

In conclusion, once again, I would like to express
the commitment of the Addis Ababa City Adminis-
tration while materializing this vital project by
availing the necessary support to the consultants. Jji
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t is my joy and privilege to make a welcom-
ing remark on behalf of the President of
Addis Chamber on this important occasion

and welcome our distinguished guests from Barce-
lona.

As you may be all aware, the history of formally
organized trade fairs and exhibitions in Ethiopia is
much recent phenomenon compared to other
countries. It was during the mid-sixtieth that the
idea of organizing trade fairs and exhibitions
emerged in Ethiopia in fair ground situated here in
Addis Ababa. Even then, it was interrupted for
several years after the downfall of the Imperial
government in 1974.

The entire business of trade fairs have been down-
played owing to the command economic policy
adopted by the communist regime until the change
of government in May 1991.

The reintroduction of market economy and emer-
gence of business competition prompted Addis
Chamber to organize the first international exhibi-
tion at the Addis Ababa Exhibition Center before
twenty years. The trade promotional event that
started under the brand name Addis Chamber
International Trade Fair has now reached its
twentieth edition. The initiative taken by the
chamber has become an eye opener to all other
event organizers. Today, the fair ground is almost
fully occupied with various trade promotional
events all year round.

When we celebrate the official opening of the 20"
edition of Addis Chamber International Trade
Fair in February this year, we were also commem-
orating the partnership between the Addis Ababa
City Administration and the chamber that has suc-
cessfully run for two decades.

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE

. SPEECH BY MR. GETACHEW REGASSA,
=3 ) Secretary General of the Addis Ababa Chamber of
/ Commerce and Sectoral Associations (AACCSA)

The relationship that started by allowing Addis
Chamber to use the venue for organizing trade fair
has grown into the establishment of the first Public
Private Partnership in just eight years’ time. The
partnership was born when the City Administra-
tion commissioned the chamber to administer the
Addis Ababa Exhibition Centre on contractual
basis. Much to the credit of the leaderships of the
two parties, the management contract brought the
desired change in terms of promoting business and
investment as well as revenue generation. The new
arrangement had proved the importance of Public
Private Partnership that served as a showcase to
initiate new areas of cooperation.

The economic growth registered by the country
over the past thirteen years, growing demand for
trade promotional events and increased interest of
foreign companies in the growing Ethiopian
market prompted the leadership of Addis
Chamber to think of building exhibition and con-
vention ground that can respond to the needs of
the new times.

Addis Chamber then initiated a project to con-
struct what we call Addis Africa International
Exhibition and Convention Centre. The City
Administration promptly responded by providing
11 hectares of land with very cheap lease price.
With a view to empowering the private sector, it
was also decided to re-establish the project as a
share company to which the city administration
bought share that worth 150 million Birr to bring
to another level of partnership. For this that
chamber is very much grateful to the leadership of
the city administration. Today we are very close to
witnessing the beginning of the construction phase
in few months’ time.
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As you may all imagine, the realization of Addis
Africa International Exhibition and Convention
Center will take some time owing to the size of the
project. We cannot expect to limit the ever growing
demand for extended and standard exposition
venue either. We had to therefore travel to some
countries like UAE, Italy and Turkey to share
from their experiences and shape our ideas for
transitional arrangement. Finally, our lucky
chance landed us at Barcelona.

We saw lots of things at Dubai, Istanbul and
Milano Exposition venues. In Barcelona, however,
we found not only new ideas but also new partners.
Allow me to express my at most joy and happiness
to meet you people at Fairra Barcelona. Encour-
aged by our first deliberations with officials of
Fairra Barcelona, we organized a high level visit
led by H.E. Mayor Diriba Kumma that eventually
resulted in the cooperation agreement between the
two parties for the renovation and expansion
works of the Addis Ababa Exhibition Center.

On behalf of Addis chamber and the private sector
at large, I also wish to express my gratitude to the
Addis Ababa City Administration and particu-
larly, Mayor Diriba Kumma for his commitment
and leadership towards the realization of this
project. His decision shall be remembered in good
faith by the chamber and the business community
in the years and decades to come.

Unlike other African Capitals, Addis Ababa was
not built by colonizers. It is virtually a homemade
city infrastructure. Nevertheless, if you drive
through streets of Addis, you will observe what it
benefited from the architecture of the Greece,
Armenian, Italian, the Korean and Chinese. When
this project is done, it will be another monument

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE

that depicts the figure print of the Catalonians.

One of the great ideas we have shared from Fairra
Barcelona is the significance of partnership
between the City Administration of Barcelona and
the City Chamber in owning and managing Fairra
Barcelona. It is my sincere belief that we can also
apply the same model for the future of the Addis
Ababa Exhibition Centre.

This is because we believe the private sector is the
catalyst for city growth and development. The
private sector is the beauty of cities. To this end,
there is nothing that we reserve behind to realize
this glorious purpose of enhancing the level of our
partnership to the highest level possible.

I understand that such partnership shall be in the
interest of the public and the private sector and the
nation at large.

Let me welcome once again our most valued gests
from Barcelona and wish good end for the project.

\

The Architectural Design of the
Future Addis Chamber Building
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\. SPEECH BY MR. TAMRAT ADMASSU,
=—> ) General Manger of the Addis Ababa Exhibition Center and
/ Market Development Enterprise

We are delighted to have you here attending the
Ceremonial Function of the signing of Agreement
between the Addis Ababa City Administration and
Fira Barcelona for the Feasibility Study of the new
Addis Ababa Exhibition and Convention/Con-
gress Center as a historic transformation.

The relations between Fira Barcelona and Addis
Ababa City Administration began when a Delega-
tion led by H.E. Miguel Angel MORATINOS,
former Spanish Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Cooperation came to Addis Ababa on the 4™ and
5" of February 2015. Subsequently, another dele-
gation, which comprised Mr. Ricard and his col-
leagues, came to Addis Ababa.

The core objective for both delegations was "
reconstructing the Addis Ababa Exhibition Centre
as a state of the art taking into consideration the
strategic importance of the sector, the growing
economy of our country, the presence of the
African Union Head Quarter, many embassies and
international organizations in Addis Ababa.

Then, it was time to the Ethiopian Delegation lead
by Mr. Shesema G/Sellasie from Addis Ababa City
Administration and Mr. Elias Geneti of Addis
Ababa Chamber of Commerce and Sectoral Asso-
ciations to go to Barcelona invited by Fira Barce-
lona from 26-30 July 2015.

A turning point for the process was when a higher
level delegation lead by H.E. Mr. Diriba Kumma,
Mayor of the Addis Ababa City Administration
visited Fira Barcelona invited by Her Excellency
Mrs. Ada Colau, the Mayor of Barcelona, the
opportunity of which laid the foundation for
today's tangible function.

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE

The existing Addis Ababa Exhibition Center and
Market Development Enterprise was established
in 1982 with about 23,536 m2 space comprising
four pavilions, one cultural restaurant and four
cottages.

During the last 11 years, noticeable changes have
been registered by the Exhibition Center. Just to
mention some:

} The annual income raised from about 4.1.mil-
lion to about 60 million Birr serving a total of
over ten million customers annually.

We have created job opportunities for five
Micro and Small Enterprises along with tem-
porary job opportunities for thousands of
people.

We have also created enabling environment to
the surrounding community, hotel and trans-
port sectors as direct beneficiaries.

We fully support the annual exhibition pro-
grammes of the Micro and Small Enterprises
of the City Administration, Cooperatives, and
the events of other governmental bodies as far
as possible driven by our Corporate Social
Responsibility and partnership motives.

} We are also contributing a lot in terms of the

generation of foreign currency and image
building. In general it is the hub for the pro-
motion of trade and investment of our
country.

EXHIBITION AND CONVENTION SERVICES ADVISER
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Although the Exhibition and Convention Sector in
our country is booming as one of the key success
indicators of Ethiopia's economy and development
at large, the services do not qualify minimum stan-
dards. As a result we have failed to maximize the
expected benefits from the major portions and
multiple benefits of business drives of Exhibition
and Convention Industry.

Our experiences and the global trends show that
such gaps can be filled in by means of effective
developmental  strategies like  '"Public-Pri-
vate-Partnership for Sustainable Developmental
Changes' a motto which has integrated the Addis
Ababa City Administration and the Addis Ababa
Chamber of Commerce and Sectoral Associations
through the Addis Ababa Exhibition Center since
the last 11 years with track records all the years
round.

In conclusion, I would like to congratulate Fira
Barcelona officials for their contributions while
securing the progress of this vital project and
accordingly express our commitment and readi-
ness to work in partnership with full sense of
belongingness and sense of urgency aiming at
making this vital project a success..

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE
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MESSAGE BY H.E. MR BORJA MONTESINO
MARTINEZ DEL CERRO,

Ambassador of Kingdom of Spain in Ethiopia, Permanent
Observer Representative at the African Union

Thank you for the opportunity to address this dis-
tinguished audience. Occasions like this one while
representing my country is really easy and
rewarding.

I arrived in Ethiopia ten months ago, enough time
to understand Ethiopia as a fascinating country,
rich, diverse and sophisticated. I am making the
utmost efforts to understand and learn,... and let
me say that it is stunning , in spite of all the chal-
lenges, the way Ethiopia and Addis Ababa in par-
ticular are growing and developing.

Spain has been present in Ethiopia since 55 years.
Both Spain and Ethiopia share paramount values
such as diversity, tolerance, an open mind and
freedom. We have accompanied Ethiopia in its
development over the last decade. We will continue
to do so. This is yet another example of our interest
and our commitment.

Although much has been achieved in these
decades, there is still much room to improve our
relations, specially in the economic field. I seize
every opportunity I am given to inform Ethiopian
audiences that Spanish companies have been
awarded infrastructure projects (three in these 10
months, road construction, and electrical intercon-
nection between Ethiopia and Kenya) breaking
the legend that only China , India or Turkey are
able to compete here. I am sure that this project
will not only help the city Addis Abeba. It will have
an impact, much needed, on the commercial rela-
tions between our two countries.

Although I am not a sales person, I do wish to
mention that Spain , after 5 long years of economic
turmoil, has managed to come out of the danger
zone. This year our economy has performed well,
becoming the fastest growing in the EU. We are
finally able to say that Spain, a young, dynamic,
warm country, is back on track.

When talking with the representatives of Fira de
Barcelona, they mention East Africa. It is also
what is mentioned in your Memorandum of
Understanding. They are a little bit too shy.
Viewed from Addis, Africa is the target...One has
to change his mind when coming to Ethiopia, and
join the ambition of their government leaders,
their local authorities, their business community
and its society. I had to change mine...I think I am
learning the lesson: you have to think big.

Much needs to be done still, but the trend, the evo-
lution is there. Furthermore, Addis Ababa has all
it needs to develop and become a congress city :
airport and its connections, hotels, transport and
so on. Modern congress facilities are important
economic assets, and they have big impact on
employment. Barcelona knows very well the
importance of this economic sector. The earnings
for the city from fairs and congresses are esti-
mated in 2500 million euros a year.

This is just a beginning. I would profit to request
the Addis Abeba authorities to trust and have faith
in the team for Fira Barcelona. You have chosen
the best as partners, and I am both very proud
and very pleased. They know their business, they
are internationalized, they have helped many
other cities, and they are Catalans, the more open,
friendly intelligent in Spain. I can say this because
I am not Catalan.

Finally , I wish also to offer, if the parties (City of
Addis Abeba and Barcelona Fair) agree, to host in
a few months’ time the presentation of the plan in
the premises of the Spanish Embassy. I hope you
will be able to accept my invitation.

Thank you for attention, and for inviting me. .

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE
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_)"\ MESSAGE BY MR. RICARD ZAPATERO,

CEO of Fira Barcelona

Since 1929, Fira Barcelona has been developing
successful business platforms for all economical
sectors. Today, Fira is one of the top world's orga-
nizer for international exhibitions and congresses,
not only in Spain, but also in many other countries
around the world, and we are also managing some
of the state of the art venues for international
events.

We are very proud to partner with the city of
Addis Ababa to prepare a feasibility study for a
new Exhibition and Congress Centre. We are
bringing all our skills, experience and knowledge
to design and define the new venue which will
become a landmark for Africa.

This new venue will turn Addis Ababa into the new
international hub for events in the region, boosting
big business opportunities for Ethiopian compa-
nies and bringing very important economical
positive impact to the city. Therefore, we are very
honoured to be the partners of Addis Ababa for
this strategic project for the city and its people. .
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----HEADING FOR A NEW ERA ON FAIRS,

EXHIBITIONS & CONGRESSES IN ADDIS ABABA.

Spanish Ambassador to the
World Trade Organisation (2004-2008)

:> SPEECH BY MR. JUAN ANTONIO MARCH

The world is each and every day,
more interconnected on a virtual
way, but in parallel people need to
keep close contact in all areas of
activity. This is the reason why
Fairs and Exhibitions around the
world grow year after year. People
need the contact to exchange ideas
(initial phase), to check the viability
of ideas and projects (intermediate
phase) and to conclude the agree-
ments (decisive phase). This is why
Fairs and Exhibitions around the
world continue to experience great
vitality. They are at the origin of
many projects, they are the crucial
place for backing a project, and
they are the decisive place to shake
hands and start a new activity
among different partners.

But in the Global world, the map of
fairs & exhibitions is changing con-
stantly and at high speed. New
economies are emerging, new coun-
tries occupy new central places in
the crossroad of civilizations and
new activities and areas of interest
are appearing around the world.
Under these circumstances the
world is plenty of new opportuni-
ties and a new competition is going
to change very much the map of
Fairs and Exhibitions in the world.
To attract international outstand-
ing events will be hard but passion-
ating success and decadence being

linked to the capacity to innovate
and to move towards the future.

Under these circumstances we can
say that Africa has a lot to grow
and to build in the area of Fairs and
Exhibitions. Compared to what
exists in America, Asia or Europe
the task is huge and because of that,
Africa has the capacity to emerge
as the most modern area too. When
you have something this '"poor
something' can block the capacity
to innovate. When you have very
little but you can benefit of the
association with someone with
experience to pass from being
backwards to be in the front line.

This I think is the case of Addis
Ababa. This great city benefits of
the potential of being the capital of
the African Union. Benefits of the
fact that Ethiopia has the most
impressive flight capacity in all
Africa. Benefits of being the capital
of the second most populated
country in Africa with a very young
population that can transform the
economic reality very quickly. And
the country has still a very small
venue for Fairs and Exhibitions.
Then the great opportunity is how
to build something iconic that
places Addis Ababa in a privileged
position to attract Fairs and Exhi-
bitions from around the world. But

this great step ahead can only be
done if you have three things: very
capable people in charge, brilliant
ideas and serious commitment.

In my view the three things exist in
the project to be developed between
Fira de Barcelona and the Exhibi-
tion Centre of Addis Ababa.

Fira de Barcelona has put in charge
of this project the CEO for the
International activities, Mr Ricard
Zapatero, with more than 15 years
of experience in the field. The Ethi-
opian part has designated Mr
Tamrat Admassu, the CEO of the
Exhibition Centre of Addis Ababa
and the responsible people of the
Municipality and the Addis
Chamber of Commerce to lead the
project. The team has the capacity
and the power to deliver something
great.

As far as the ideas are concerned 1
can confirm that there is full
awareness that what has to be built
has to be iconic to promote the
image of the capital, to compete
with best venues of the world and
to be an engine for the good trans-
formation of the city. This project is
going to act as a driving force in the
transformation of the whole city
and the international promotion of
the country. Without any doubt,
Ethiopia is going to emerge as the
African Country with the largest
and most sophisticated venue for
Fairs, Exhibitions and Congresses
of the whole African continent. And
this will be possible, because the
idea is to build big, to build having
in mind the global competition.

And finally we have to talk on com-
mitment. Since the first contacts
took place between Fira de Barce-
lona and the Addis Ababa Conven-
tion Bureau two years ago, the

constant commitment of both parties,
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has been crucial. There have been
several working trips of the
Spanish experts to Addis and of the
Ethiopian authorities to Spain
during this time. And every time
the essential of the discussions con-
centrated on how to push the
project to become a reality in a
short time. Both parties have
agreed to a very sensible path of
action; to start with a feasibility
study that will lead to a business
plan and to develop a new venue
accordingly with the results of the
study.

The fact that Fira de Barcelona has
expanded its venue from 120,000 sq
metres to a complementary 280,000
M2 guarantees that what will be
built in Addis will integrate all the
functional requirements of a first
class venue. Then the shape and the
image will be the result of what
architects propose.

The partnership between Fira de
Barcelona and the Addis Ababa
Fair and Convention Centre will
cover all the aspects of the develop-
ment of the new activity; since
planning in a very good way the
new venue, to develop the contents
and to manage jointly the new
activity. In my view it is a very
positive association.

The great experience of Fira de
Barcelona, running so important
exhibitions as the Mobile World
Congress or the World Smart City
Congress and Exhibition is a guar-
antee for all the new international
development of the new activity in
Addis. At the same time the energy,
the vitality of the young generation
existing in Addis will be without
any doubt a source of great inspira-
tion for Fira de Barcelona. The
future will be in my opinion bright
and full of new possibilities. Let’s
join our forces to help the process
to progress as quickly as possible
and to remain so ambitious and
innovative as it has been initially
conceived. i

ADDIS ABABA EXHIBITION & CONVENTION CENTRE
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ARTICLE

A NEW PARTNERSHIP
FOR A NEW DEVELOPMENT

_) SPEECH BY MR. JUAN ANTONIO MARCH

World Trade Organisation (2004-2008)

Fira de Barcelona and the Metropolitan Council of Addis Ababa Join Forces
to Create a New Iconic Convention and Exhibition Centre in Addis Ababa.

One year ago, the municipality of Addis Ababa and Fira de Barcelona —one of
the most important European group in Fairs and Exhibitions- decided to join
forces to develop in Addis the most modern and largest venue for Fairs and

Exhibitions in Eastern Africa.

Addis is growing at great speed and
its future expansion has to be
thought carefully to maximise its
potential and to avoid missing
unique opportunities.

Today Museums and Exhibition
Centres must be iconic buildings,
exerting a great influence in de
development of cities and its recog-
nition in the world. A fast growing
country like Ethiopia, with a clear
international  vocation and a
central role in the African conti-
nent, must be in a leading position
when we talk of creating new Fairs
and Congresses. Being the capital
of the African Union, Addis is
called to act under an ambitious
approach to new developments.

Fira de Barcelona was already one
of the great cities of Europe in the
XXth Century for Fairs and Exhi-
bitions. In 1929 it held the Univer-
sal Exhibition. More than 120,000
square metres of Pavilions were
then built and a marvellous palace
emerged at the bottom of the
mountain of Montjuic. The main
exhibitions and congresses of the
time were held there. In the XXIst
century , the innovative dimension
of Fira de Barcelona has continued
to be determinant. It has expanded
to a new 280,000 sq metres venue,
created by one of the most famous
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World Architect, and has devel-
oped new fairs extremely appreci-
ated in the world like the Mobile
World Congress and the Smart
City World Congress and Expo. In
total more than 75 International
Exhibitions are organized by Fira
de Barcelona annually and more
that 2.5 Billion Euros go into the
circuit of the Barcelona/Spanish
economy because of this activity.

Addis Ababa is now planning the
extension of the city under the stra-
tegic plan for 2020. A new Conven-
tion and Exhibition Centre, built in
an iconic way and designed inter-
nally in a functional style meeting
all requirements and standards for
attracting the largest international
events, is key to act as an engine for
development of the city and for its
image in the world. A whole area
can be developed around it, attract-
ing foreign and private capital for
hotels, housing, restaurants and
cultural infrastructure .

The Mayor has been very conscious
of the potential of supporting a
leading project and the need to be
in association with a highly
respected professional group for
getting the best advice and support.
He visited Barcelona last June and
after appreciating the capacities of
Fira de Barcelona , and signing also

a Memorandum of Understanding
with the Chamber of Commerce to
support closer links  with the
business Community , he decided
to start the partnership with Fira
de Barcelona to make reality a new
Convention and Exhibition Centre
of maximum excellence in Addis.

The World Trade Organisation has
always insisted in the value of trade
as a fundamental engine for devel-
opment and a key factor for
creating employment. Fairs and
Exhibitions are also fundamental
in the human networking and the
transfer of knowledge and technol-

ogy.

Being Addis Ababa a great hub in
the flight connections inside the
African continent and with excel-
lent links with Europe and Asia, the
moment has arrived to jump from
a local and small Exhibition Centre
to a large, iconic, international one.
The director of the existing Exhibi-
tion Centre has fully understood
the new opportunity and supported
the consolidation of the present
partnership from the very first
moment.

All parts are very eager of a collab-
oration that is just on the edge of
delivering excellent results for the
citizens and for the country. Hard
work is ahead but great expecta-
tions deserve the effort! Let's cele-
brate that the new venue will exist

shortly. ]
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